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the result of a vis a tergo molding it into shape
by successive impacts. The impinging body is in
direct and intimate contact with the one that is being
molded. The change produced is gradual and the
process is one of development or evolution. Social
progress is in this respect analogous to organic prog-
ress, or even to cosmic progress. It is never sudden
or rapid. It does not take place by leaps or strides.
Increment after increment is slowly added to social
as to animal structures, and in the course of ages
habits, customs, laws, and institutions are changed,
or abolished and replaced by others. As the object
of all these activities is always the fuller satisfaction
of desire, and as such satisfaction results in self-
preservation and race continuance, the effect in the
long run, under the ever-present law of selection, is
to produce superior races. This effect, however, is
biologic, or rather ethnologic. The sociologic effect
is to adapt the environment, i.e., to improve the
conditions of existence. This is social progress, but,
like organic progress, it may and does result in the
extinction of deficient and the preservation of effi-
cient races and institutions.

Reverting to the figurative expression employed
in the fifth chapter, we may now perceive that just as
the origin of feeling, except as a condition to func-
tion, was a matter of entire indifference to Nature,
so this social progress, like organic development, is
equally immaterial from the standpoint of Nature's
purposes, and only useful in so far as it incidentally